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PURPOSE:  The purpose of this policy is to take a timely stance on legislative issues that impact Oregonians.  

PROCEDURE:
If the requested endorsement has been approved by the Academy (previously) and is a part of the Policy Team approved legislative priorities (updated annually), then an endorsement can occur upon recommendation of the Policy Team to the President.  (The president signs all endorsement letters).

If the requested endorsement does not meet the above criteria, then the following must occur:

1. Request for Oregon Academy legislative action is brought forth by a member or partner group.
2. Issue is discussed by Public Policy Committee (composed of Director of Policy and Advocacy, PPC, SPR, SRS, Consumer Protection Coordinator, Reimbursement Chair) for review and recommendation to the Board.  If a content expert is needed the Director of Policy/Advocacy will ask for input from an Oregon Academy member(s) with expertise in the area of interest.  A copy of the request is also sent to full Board to alert them to issue.
a. The request may need to be sent to the Academy PIA office for consultation and approval of our endorsement.
3. Public Policy Committee reviews request and replies within 14 days, using following parameters:

a. First, look to existing Oregon Academy policy or strategic(s) that would inform action
b. In absence of Oregon Academy policy, the Public Policy Committee may use the following options
· Academy policy

· request review by Academy Legislative Staff 

· open for member comment 

· review supporting documentation submitted by requestor

· request additional information from requestor

· knowledge of Public Policy Committee members

c. The following principles may be considered when evaluating endorsement requests:

· Possible extent of impact on preventing or ameliorating nutrition related health problems of Oregonians

· Potential cost trade offs (financial and social)

· Potential acceptance by a majority of Oregonian voters

· Timing issues –better to wait or go for it

· Potential allies and enemies  

· Competing bills and ideas

d. The request and/or legislative concept/ bill are posted for members to review and comment on.  Members will have 2-14 days depending on time-sensitivity of the issue.  When time is not an issue, members will have 14 days to review and comment.  When time is of the essence and there is no time for a vote the board will act quickly on the members’ behalf. 

4. Public Policy Committee makes recommendation to the Board based on evidence, member opinion, and/or the Oregon Academy/Academy review.   

Potential actions:

a. Support: with letter, testimony, use of name, information to members encouraging personal advocacy, listing on the Oregon Academy website

b. No support, with reasons

c. Neutral (not enough evidence to take a position or our of Oregon Academy’s purview)
5. Oregon Academy President receives recommendation of Public Policy Committee and refers to Board for vote of acceptance, rejection or modification based on the parameters outlined above.  This vote will be done via email with as little as a 24 hours turn-around for time sensitive issues. 
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